Proper 21 – Year B
Closest to September 28
Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 9:20-22 

Ps. 124

or 
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,24-29

Ps. 19:7-14

James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 
21

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Book of Esther 
7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor.

Psalm   
124
1  
If the LORD had not been on our side, *

 

let Israel now say; 

2  
If the LORD had not been on our side, *

 

when enemies rose up against us; 

3  
Then would they have swallowed us up alive *

 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

4  
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *



and the torrent gone over us; 

5  
Then would the raging waters *

 

have gone right over us. 

6  
Blessed be the LORD! *

 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7  
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *

 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8  
Our help is in the Name of the LORD, *

 

the maker of heaven and earth.

OR

The Book of Numbers 

11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,’ to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

Psalm   
19: 7 - 14
7  
The law of the LORD is perfect


and revives the soul; *

 

the testimony of the LORD is sure



and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8  
The statutes of the LORD are just


and rejoice the heart; *

 

the commandment of the LORD is clear



and gives light to the eyes.

9  
The fear of the LORD is clean


and endures for ever; *

 

the judgments of the LORD are true



and righteous altogether.

10  
More to be desired are they than gold,


more than much fine gold, *

 

sweeter far than honey,



than honey in the comb.

11  
By them also is your servant enlightened, *

 

and in keeping them there is great reward.

12  
Who can tell how often he offends? *

 

cleanse me from my secret faults.

13  
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;


let them not get dominion over me; *

 

then shall I be whole and sound,

 

and innocent of a great offense.

14  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my


heart be acceptable in your sight, *

 

O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

The Epistle of James 
5: 13 - 20
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

The Gospel according to Mark
9: 38 - 50
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.  “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.  “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 十 八 主 日 

祝 文 
合 時 儀 文  第 二 十 一 式
上帝啊，你無限的權能，是從發慈悲和施憐憫而顯示出來：主啊，求你將你豐盛的恩典賜給我們，使我們追求你的各樣應許，就可分享天上的珍寶；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督。聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們。 

以 斯 帖 記   
7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22
王帶著哈曼來赴王后以斯帖的筵席。這第二次在酒席筵前，王又問以斯帖說：“王后以斯帖啊，你要甚麼？我必賜給你；你求甚麼？就是國的一半，也必為你成就。”王后以斯帖回答說：“我若在王眼前蒙恩，王若以為美，我所願的，是願王將我的性命賜給我；我所求的，是求王將我的本族賜給我。因我和我的本族被賣了，要剪除殺戮滅絕我們。我們若被賣為奴為婢，我也閉口不言，但王的損失，敵人萬不能補足。”亞哈隨魯王問王后以斯帖說：“擅敢起意如此行的是誰？這人在哪裡呢？”以斯帖說：“仇人敵人就是這惡人哈曼！”哈曼在王和王后面前就甚驚惶。

伺候王的一個太監名叫哈波拿說：“哈曼為那救王有功的末底改做了五丈高的木架，現今立在哈曼家裡！”王說：“把哈曼掛在其上！”於是，人將哈曼掛在他為末底改所預備的木架上。王的忿怒這才止息。
末底改記錄這事，寫信與亞哈隨魯王各省遠近所有的猶大人，囑咐他們每年守亞達月十四、十五兩日，以這月的兩日為猶大人脫離仇敵得平安、轉憂為喜、轉悲為樂的吉日。在這兩日設筵歡樂，彼此餽送禮物，賙濟窮人。
詩   篇 

124

1
以色列人要說：若不是耶和華幫助我們，
2
若不是耶和華幫助我們，*



當人起來攻擊我們、
3
向我們發怒的時候，
就把我們活活的吞了。
4
那時，波濤必漫過我們，河水必淹沒我們，
5
狂傲的水必淹沒我們。
6
耶和華是應當稱頌的！*



他沒有把我們當野食交給他們吞喫。
7
我們好像雀鳥，從捕鳥人的網羅裡逃脫﹔*



網羅破裂，我們逃脫了。
8
我們得幫助，*


是在乎倚靠造天地之耶和華的名。

或
民 數 記

11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29
他們中間的閒雜人大起貪慾的心，以色列人又哭號說：“誰給我們肉吃呢？我們記得在埃及的時候，不花錢就吃魚，也記得有黃瓜、西瓜、韭菜、蔥、蒜。現在我們的心血枯竭了，除這嗎哪以外，在我們眼前並沒有別的東西！”

摩西聽見百姓各在各家的帳棚門口哭號，耶和華的怒氣便大發作，摩西就不喜悅。摩西對耶和華說：“你為何苦待僕人？我為何不在你眼前蒙恩，竟把這管理百姓的重任加在我身上呢？這百姓豈是我懷的胎，豈是我生下來的呢？你竟對我說：‘把他們抱在懷裡，如養育之父抱吃奶的孩子，直抱到你起誓應許給他們祖宗的地去。’我從哪裡得肉給這百姓吃呢？他們都向我哭號說：‘你給我們肉吃吧！’管理這百姓的責任太重了，我獨自擔當不起。你這樣待我，我若在你眼前蒙恩，求你立時將我殺了，不叫我見自己的苦情。”耶和華對摩西說：“你從以色列的長老中招聚七十個人，就是你所知道作百姓的長老和官長的，到我這裡來，領他們到會幕前，使他們和你一同站立。
摩西出去，將耶和華的話告訴百姓，又招聚百姓的長老中七十個人來，使他們站在會幕的四圍。耶和華在雲中降臨，對摩西說話，把降與他身上的靈分賜那七十個長老，靈停在他們身上的時候，他們就受感說話，以後卻沒有再說。但有兩個人仍在營裡，一個名叫伊利達，一個名叫米達。他們本是在那些被錄的人中，卻沒有到會幕那裡去。靈停在他們身上，他們就在營裡說預言。有個少年人跑來告訴摩西說：“伊利達、米達在營裡說預言。”摩西的幫手，嫩的兒子約書亞，就是摩西所揀選的一個人，說：“請我主摩西禁止他們。”摩西對他說：“你為我的緣故嫉妒人嗎？惟願耶和華的百姓都受感說話，願耶和華把他的靈降在他們身上！”
詩   篇

19: 7 - 14
7
耶和華的律法全備，能甦醒人心；*



耶和華的法度確定，能使愚人有智慧。

8
耶和華的訓詞正直，能快活人的心；*



耶和華的命令清潔，能明亮人的眼目。

9
耶和華的道理潔淨，存到永遠！*



耶和華的典章真實，全然公義。

10
都比金子可羨慕，且比極多的精金可羨慕；*



比蜜甘甜，且比蜂房下滴的蜜甘甜。

11
況且你的僕人因此受警戒，*



守著這些便有大賞。

12
誰能知道自己的錯失呢？*



願你赦免我隱而未現的過錯。

13
求你攔阻僕人不犯任意妄為的罪，


不容這罪轄制我，*



我便完全，免犯大罪。

14
願我口中的言語、心裡的意念在你面前蒙悅納。*



耶和華─我的磐石，我的救贖主啊。

雅 各 書   5: 13 - 20
你們中間有受苦的呢，他就該禱告；有喜樂的呢，他就該歌頌。你們中間有病了的呢，他就該請教會的長老來，他們可以奉主的名用油抹他，為他禱告。出於信心的祈禱要救那病人，主必叫他起來；他若犯了罪，也必蒙赦免。所以你們要彼此認罪，互相代求，使你們可以得醫治。義人祈禱所發的力量是大有功效的。以利亞與我們是一樣性情的人，他懇切禱告，求不要下雨，雨就三年零六個月不下在地上。他又禱告，天就降下雨來，地也生出土產。我的弟兄們，你們中間若有失迷真道的，有人使他回轉；這人該知道叫一個罪人從迷路上轉回，便是救一個靈魂不死，並且遮蓋許多的罪。
馬 可 福 音   9: 38 - 50
約翰對耶穌說：“夫子，我們看見一個人奉你的名趕鬼，我們就禁止他，因為他不跟從我們。”耶穌說：“不要禁止他，因為沒有人奉我名行異能，反倒輕易毀謗我。不敵擋我們的，就是幫助我們的。凡因你們是屬基督，給你們一杯水喝的，我實在告訴你們，他不能不得賞賜。凡使這信我的一個小子跌倒的，倒不如把大磨石拴在這人的頸項上，扔在海裡。倘若你一隻手叫你跌倒，就把它砍下來！你缺了肢體進入永生，強如有兩隻手落到地獄，入那不滅的火裡去。倘若你一隻腳叫你跌倒，就把它砍下來！你瘸腿進入永生，強如有兩隻腳被丟在地獄裡。倘若你一隻眼叫你跌倒，就去掉它！你只有一隻眼進入上帝的國，強如有兩隻眼被丟在地獄裡。在那裡，‘蟲是不死的，火是不滅的。’因為必用火當鹽醃各人。鹽本是好的，若失了味，可用甚麼叫它再鹹呢？你們裡頭應當有鹽 ，彼此和睦。”
